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Friday 25th February 2022 
 

Health and Safety Update 

As you know, Covid procedures in England are changing. At Longwood, we have decided to make no 

changes regarding the wearing of masks at present. This means that all adults are expected to 

continue wearing masks in corridors, communal areas, etc. We continue to expect parents and 

visitors to wear masks when entering the building. This is under constant review and may change at 

any time. We want to continue to keep Longwood as safe as possible. Please do not send your child 

in if they are unwell, display any Covid symptoms or test positive for Covid.  

Please keep an eye out for emails and newsletter updates. 

 

From Mrs May 

On Monday, we all gathered in the garden for a tree-planting ceremony. This was to celebrate the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and we have joined thousands of other schools to help fulfil Prince Charles’ 

vision which is to create a “Queen’s Green Canopy”. We planted a Braeburn/Bramley apple tree 

which was bought for Longwood by our wonderful FoL – many thanks. The children watched the tree 

being planted and then we all sang the National Anthem! Please read further in this newsletter to 

get reactions from some of our Year 6 pupils. You will also read how Hillfield children reacted! 
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Today, the Happy Puzzle Company is working with the school classes, providing workshops aimed at 

improving the children’s maths problem solving skills. The children have been given a host of 

different challenges to work on in small groups. I have heard many cheers as problems have been 

solved, as well as lots of laughter and a few very quiet, concentrated times too! 

 

Social Media 

You may have noticed an increased level of activity on the Longwood Facebook page and Instagram 

account. We are making an effort to let everyone know what we get up to and what we think about 

things via social media. Please connect with us on both platforms. I understand that our ratings 

improve the more “likes” we have, so please give us a heart or a thumbs up. Additionally, more 

people will see our posts if they attract comments; the more and the longer, the better, so we would 

really appreciate you interacting with our posts. Lastly, we would love some more Facebook reviews 

please. Many thanks in advance.  

https://www.facebook.com/LongwoodSchool  https://www.instagram.com/longwood_school/  

 

FoL Gifts 

A huge thank you to Friends of Longwood for buying some lovely gifts for the school classes, to 

support this term’s Longwoodese focus on Emotional Wellbeing. They have bought an annual 

subscription to “The Happy News” for Attenborough and Old Park. This is a newspaper which 

celebrates all that’s good in the world and is a platform to share positive news and wonderful 

people. It is published four times a year and our first copies should arrive next week. For Hartspring, 

they have bought a “Learn about Feelings” activity set. The children will learn about body positions 

and facial expressions and use question prompts to encourage discussions about feelings. 

Broadwater have been given an emotions magnetic board game. The children play the game, 

reproduce expressions and then try to guess which emotion matches which situation.  

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/LongwoodSchool
https://www.instagram.com/longwood_school/
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Request for Props 

Our Midsummer Night’s Dream performance is getting close. We are gathering props and wonder if 

anyone can help out with any of the following items: 

 Silk flowers – any colour, any size 

 Scraps of material – any colour, any design, any size 

   Camouflage netting material – big sheets 

Please pass anything that you have that can help us to Madame. Thank you in advance. 

 

Robothink Club 

This club started last week and had a very successful first session. I have heard lots of lovely 

comments about it. However, there seems to be some confusion about snacks during the club. Just 

to be clear, children are not allowed to bring snacks from home to eat at school. They will have had 

lunch at lunchtime and tea is provided straight after the club. If children are hungry during the 

afternoon, fruit is always on hand.  

 

Clothes Collection 

Our donations will be collected on 11th March. Donations must be clean, not too worn and reusable. 

No school crests. No rips or stains. Nothing inside out. No underwear. Blankets, towels, sheets, etc 

must be bagged separately. Thank you in advance. 

 

World Book Day 

It’s World Book Day next week and we are celebrating at Longwood on Friday. As mentioned in the 

newsletter at the end of January, our focus book for the day is “The Day The Crayons Quit”. We are 

asking all children (school and nursery) to dress as a crayon on the day. This can be very simple, for 

example wear only one colour and make a cone-shaped hat in the same colour. Of course, there are 

more elaborate costumes available commercially, but keeping things simple is great.  

A reminder that we would love adults in our Longwood community to write a book review to 

contribute to our wall display. A template was attached to last week’s newsletter and I am attaching 

it again today for your convenience. Please join in the fun and help to make our box of crayons as 

impressive as possible. Thank you in advance.   
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World Book Day 

We are celebrating World Book Day on Friday 4th March. The school children are having a virtual 
session with Lou Kuenzler and a real in-person session with Elka Evalds. The children will have an 
opportunity to buy books to accompany the sessions. This is not compulsory but it is a lovely 
keepsake for the children, especially Granny Magic by Elka Evalds as these will be individually signed. 
If you would like to purchase any of the following books, please put the exact money into an 
envelope clearly marking with your child’s name and the name(s) of which book(s) you would like. 
All orders must be received by 4th March. Sorry but no change can be given. 
Calm Down Zebra – Lou Kuenzler - £6 
Not Yet Zebra – Lou Kuenzler - £6 
My Digger is Bigger – Lou Kuenzler - £6 
My Family and Other Ghosts – Lou Kuenzler - £5 
Incredible Shrinking Girl - Lou Kuenzler - £5 
Incredible Shrinking Girl Definitely Needs a Dog- Lou Kuenzler - £5 
Incredible Shrinking Girl Absolutely Loves Ancient Egypt - Lou Kuenzler - £5 
Incredible Shrinking Girl Is Totally Famous - Lou Kuenzler - £5 
Our Beautiful Game – Lou Kuenzler - £7 
Granny Magic – Elka Evalds - £5 
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Nursery News 

This week in Frogmore, we have been exploring 

paint. We use our fine motor skills daily, exploring 

with paint brushes and stamps. Today we used our 

senses and gross motor skills. We sat in a circle and 

had a tray of paint offered to each of us. We use our 

gross motor skills to kick our legs and move our feet 

around in the paint. The next step of the activity was 

to explore how the water changed colour as we 

cleaned our feet. We lifted our feet out of the trays 

and placed them into the buckets of water. We 

kicked and swished our feet in the water and cleaned 

off all the paint. We stretched and bent down to 

reach into the water, and then moved the water with 

our hands and splashed.  The water changed colour 

and we observed the colour darken as more paint 

was mixed into it. Our practitioners sang the rainbow 

song as we explored the colours. We had great fun! 

 

Half Term News 

The children who attended our holiday club last 

week enjoyed a variety of activities. Two in 

particular stood out. The first was making photo 

frames out of papier mache and then spray 

painting them. This was huge fun – especially 

dressing up in PPE to protect clothes – and the 

results were great. The other was an inprompu 

football match against children who were 

attending a holiday club at Bushey Grove Leisure 

Centre. The match was exciting and very close 

with lots of goals being scored by both sides. In 

the end, it was a victory for Longwood. We won 

by 13 goals to 10.  

 

 

FoL Movie Night Message 

Please note that the movie for Hartspring, Attenborough and Old Park will start at 5pm prompt (not 

5.15 as previously advertised). 
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Practiser of the Week (from Mrs Sangster) 

I was so impressed with the Practiser of the Week for the last week of the half term. Leonora has 

been working towards her Grade 1 exam. There has been a complete turnaround in her mind-set 

and she managed to create a practice routine that meant she has made fantastic progress on one of 

her pieces. Well done to Leonora!! Keep the momentum going now.  

In second place is Tom, who played his flute to the nursery classes, and really cracked the tricky key 

signature in A Midsummer Night's Dream. I love the fact that the talent at Longwood is on show for 

all the children to access! 

As an aside, please encourage your children to learn the words and dance routines for the Young 

Voices Concert at Wembley in April. 

 

Nursery Rhymes 

Our new rhyme is 1,2,3,4,5: 

1,2,3,4,5, once I caught a fish alive, 

6,7,8,9,10, then I let it go again. 

Why did you let it go? Because it bit my finger so. 

Which finger did it bite? This little finger on my right.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-ORH9MbVto  

 

 

Congratuations 

George has really impressed us this week. The Old Park children were tasked with making a lunch 

box over half term. George went all out with his design, which kept evolving as he made it. He 

insulated his box with plastic tablecloth material, he used his sewing skills to stitch the sides 

together, as well as gluing top flaps to make sure that any heat wouldn’t escape. His grandad helped 

with some of the measurements but George did the bulk of the work himself. The end result is most 

impressive. Maybe this is the start of his journey to become an engineer? 

 

As part of Sarratt’s focus on The Rainbow Fish, the children had to cut out different parts of a coral 

snake, piece them together and make them into a picture. Sienna did an excellent job, making sure 

that her snake started with a head and ended with a tail. Her cutting was accurate and her colouring 

careful and detailed. Excellent job, Sienna!  

 

Menus Next week, we will be serving week 4 menus.  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-ORH9MbVto
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Tree Planting Reactions 

Some of our year six pupils were inspired to write about our tree planting ceremony. They didn’t 

receive any input from Mrs Bresler and so their write-ups are all very different from each other. 

Please read their work in the attachment to this newsletter. I think you will be impressed by the 

standard of work from our oldest pupils. 

Meanwhile, Hillfield children rushed towards our newly planted tree with excitement to have 

another look. They found some sticks and tried to plant them, copying how the new tree had been 

planted.  

  

 

 

Attachments to the Newsletter 

 Crayon book review template (for adults) 

 Main Movie Night Flyer 

 Mini Movie Night Flyer 

 Year Six Reactions to Tree Planting Ceremony 

 

Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted.  
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Monday 28th Feb During the school day Attenborough class 
visit from “Spirit of 
the Wild” 

This session will focus on 
animal classifications, habitats, 
ecosystems and survival. The 
children will handle many 
different species. The cost is 
£20. 

Wednesday 2nd 
Mar 

During the school day Hartspring trip to 
the Roald Dahl 
gallery (Bucks 
Museum) 

Packed lunch is required. The 
cost of this trip is £30. 

Wednesday 2nd 
Mar 

7.30pm, Zoom FoL meeting All parents welcome to attend. 

Friday 4th Mar All day World Book Day 
celebration 

Dress as a crayon! 

Friday 4th Mar 9am, school hall Hartspring class 
assembly 

Max 2 adults per child may 
attend.  

Friday 11th Mar 9am Cash for Clothes 
collection 

Please bring donations to the 
main office by 9am. 

Friday 11th Mar 9am, school hall Broadwater class 
assembly 

Family welcome to attend.  

Saturday 12th 
Mar 

Cassiobury Park, 9am Parkrun A fun 5k run for everyone. 
More details to follow soon.  

Sunday 13th Mar At school, 2-5pm Attenborough and 
Old Park dress 
rehearsal 

This is compulsory for all 
children. Please mark your 
diaries now! 

Monday 14th 
March 

During the school day Old Park trip to 
Holdenby House 

Packed lunch required. The 
cost is £50. 

Thursday 17th 
March 

At school, 2pm Midsummer Night’s 
Dream – 
Attenborough and 
Old Park Show 

2 parents per child may come 
to one performance only. 

Thursday 17th 
March 

At school, 7pm Midsummer Night’s 
Dream – 
Attenborough and 
Old Park Show 

2 parents per child may come 
to one performance only. 

Friday 18th Mar All day Red Nose Day The theme is Superheroes and 
children are encouraged to 
dress accordingly. 

Thursday 24th 
March 

During the school day Bunny Hop 
activities 

Fundraiser for the Peace 
Hospice. Details to follow.  

Thursday 24th 
March 

After school, in the 
Broadwater classroom 

Mini movie night All Broadwater children 
invited. Flyer attached to 25/2 
newsletter. 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Thursday 24th 
March 

After school, in the 
hall 

Movie night All Hartspring, Attenborough 
and Old Park children invited. 
Flyer attached to 25/2 
newsletter. 

Friday 25th 
March 2022 

All day INSET day for all 
staff 

Longwood will be closed to all 
children. 

Friday 29th April 9am, school hall 
Postponed 

Old Park class 
assembly 

Max 2 adults per child may 
attend.  

Friday 6th May 9am in hall or on 
Zoom 

Music assembly All children who learn an 
instrument – at Longwood or 
elsewhere – welcome to play a 
piece. Audience details to 
follow. 

Wed 11th-Fri 13th 
May 

PGL Liddington Old Park residential 
trip 

Details emailed to parents 
24/1/22. 

Saturday 25th 
June 

Midday-ish at 
Longwood 

Family Fun Day Bring a picnic, enjoy some 
family fun together. 

Monday 5th Sept 
2022 

All day INSET day for all 
staff 

Longwood will be closed to all 
children. 

Monday 17th Apr 
2023 

All day INSET day for all 
staff 

Longwood will be closed to all 
children. 


